
Lewis, Judith 

From: 
Sent: 

Janette Brimmer <jbrimmer@earthjustice.org > 

Friday, April 07, 2017 6:30 PM 
To: 
Cc: 

FOIA HQ; Pruitt, Scott; 'shapiro.michael@epa.gov'; Best-Wong, Benita 
chris@pugetsoundkeeper.org; Aaron Isherwood (aaron.isherwood@sierraclub.org); 
Cathy Hendrickson; Jennifer Chavez 

Subject: Freedom of Information Request 
Attachments: 3031 FOIA to EPA 2017.pdf 

Please find attached a Freedom of Information Request on behalf of Earthjustice, Sierra Club and Puget Soundkeeper 

Alliance. Thank you . 

Janette Brimmer 
Attorney 
Earthjustice Northwest Office 
705 2nct Avenue, Suite 203 

Seattle, WA 98104 
T: 206.343.7340, ext. 1029 
F: 206.343.1526 
earthjustice.org 
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April 7, 2017 

Via electronic mail only 

Scott Pruitt, Administrator 
U.S . Environmental Protection Agency 
Mail Code 1101A 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington , D.C. 20460 
pru itt.scott@epa.gov 

Office of Water 
U.S . Environmental Protection Agency 
Michael Shapiro, Acting Asst. Administrator 
Mail Code 4101 M 
1200 Pennsylvania A venue NW 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
shapiro.michael@epa.gov 

By 

FOIA, Office of Environmental Information 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Mai I Code 2822T 
1200Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
hq.foia@epa.gov 

Office of Water 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Benita Best-Wong, Acting Principal Deputy 
Asst. Administrator 
Mail Code 4501T 
1200 Pennsylvania A venue NW 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
best-wong.benita@epa.gov 

Re: Waters of the United States; Freedom of Information Act Request 

Dear FOIA Officer, Mr. Pruitt, Mr. Shapiro, and Ms. Best-Wong: 

This letter is submitted on behalf of Earthjustice, Sierra Club, and Puget Soundkeeper Alliance 
(the "Conservation Organizations") and is a request for information pursuant to the Freedom of 
Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552 and relevant Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA") 
regulations, 40 C.F.R. §2.10 et seq. 

On February 28, 2017, President Trump signed an Executive Order directing review and 
potential revision of the Waters of the United States Rule, 80 Fed. Reg. 37,054 (June 29, 2015) 
(hereafter the "Clean Water Rule"), instructing that such review and any revision must be in 
keeping with Justice Scalia ' s opinion in Rapanos v. United States, 547 U.S. 715 (2006). In news 
stories that same day and shortly thereafter, Mr. Pruitt vowed to quickly withdraw the Clean 
Water Rule. On April 4, 2017, Inside EPA reported the following: 

EPA appears to be planning to slow or end existing Clean Water Act (CWA) enforcement 
cases that use Justice Anthony Kennedy's test for determining the law's reach, defying 
long-running agency guidance and legal precedent even before EPA writes a new CWA 
jurisdiction rule using a narrower test authored by the late Justice Antonin Scalia. 
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According to Inside EPA an internal EPA document directed staff in the agency's Office of 
Enforcement & Compliance Assurance to use the narrower Justice Scalia test and to quickly 
implement that directive, even before any revision to or replacement for the Clean Water Rule. 

This request encompasses the period from March 1, 2017 to the time response is provided, 
and is for the following documents: 

• Any document directing staff at EPA to slow or end the use of Justice Kennedy's test for 
determining Clean Water Act jurisdiction; 

• Any document directing staff at EPA to use Justice Scalia's test for determining Clean 
Water Actjurisdiction; 

• Any document referring or related to Justice Kennedy's test for determining Clean Water 
Act jurisdiction; 

• Any document referring or related to Justice Scalia's test for determining Clean Water 
Act jurisdiction; 

• Any document giving direction to EPA staff regarding rewrite, amendment, repeal or 
withdrawal of the Clean Water Rule 80 Fed. Reg. 37,054 (June 29, 2015). 

As used in this request "document" means and includes all recorded, graphic, or written 
communications, whether electronic or paper, including but not limited to memoranda, letters, 
briefs, emails, notes and directives. 

In the event that any requested document is claimed, or continues to be claimed, exempt from 
disclosure or review, or otherwise withheld, we request an index or log of documents withheld, 
with the maximum possible identifying information that you can provide, including a description 
of the document withheld, its date, its location, its recipient(s) and the specific reason(s) the 
document is being withheld. 5 U.S.C. § 552(b). 

Request to Expedite Response 

We respectfull y request expedited processing of this FOIA request, pursuant to 40 C.F.R. § 
2.104(e). The Conservation Organizations have a compelling need to obtain the records 
expeditiously, because Clean Water Act enforcement is of significant importance to the public 
and EPA is making and must make daily decisions regarding compliance with Clean Water Act 
requirements. To the extent that the EPA is making decisions that constrain the reach and 
availability of protections under the Clean Water Act, the public has a right to know in order to 
ensure that the public can exercise its rights under the law. Further, public users of the water (for 
recreation, for drinking, for catching and eating fish) have an immediate right to know if the Act 
will be enforced against actions that may be adversely affecting their health and livelihoods. If 
the agency is deciding not to enforce the Clean Water Act for particular waters, pollution, 
impairment or destruction of those waters could be occurring immediately and daily and each 
day causes harm. As set forth below, the Conservation Organizations are public interest 
organizations engaged in protection of all waters and of oversight and enforcement of 
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government actions and implementation of our most important environmental laws such as the 
Clean Water Act. Also as set forth below the Conservation Organizations are positioned well to 
inform the public and educate the public about the import and effects of the agency decisions and 
actions at issue here. We certify that this information is true and correct to the best of the 
undersigned ' s belief. 

Fee Waiver Request 

We also respectfully request that EPA waive all fees in connection with this request, as provided 
by 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii) and 40 C.F.R. § 2.107(1). This request concerns a matter of 
significant public importance regarding the operations and activities of government, specifically 
EPA. EPA must make decisions on where and when to enforce Clean Water Act requirements 
and constraints on those decisions and EPA' s attendant enforcement of the Act ' s requirements 
affect the public in many ways, both immediate and long-term. To the extent that the agency is 
making decisions that constrain the reach and availability of protections under the Clean Water 
Act, the public has a right to know in order to ensure that the public can protect itself and 
exercise its rights under the law. If the agency is deciding not to enforce the Clean Water Act for 
particular waters, pollution, impairment or destruction of those waters could be occurring 
immediately and daily and each day causes harm. 

The information sought goes directly to the issue of where and when EPA will be enforcing, or 
not, Clean Water Act requirements. It will therefore contribute to and increase public 
understanding of waters that may be at risk, but for which EPA will not enforce or apply Clean 
Water Act requirements. 

The Conservation Organizations have demonstrated experience and expertise needed to analyze 
the requested records and disseminate the information and analysis to the public. The 
Conservation Organizations each have protection of the environment and enforcement of the 
nation ' s environmental laws at the core of their respective missions. Puget Soundkeeper is 
specifically focused on protection of the Sound as well as all waters within the Puget Sound 
watershed and Puget Soundkeeper maintains a website, newsletter, and email alerts that educate 
and disseminate information to the public regarding Puget Sound and the Clean Water Act 
regularly to members of the public. All of the Conservation Organizations correspond regularly 
and directly with various media about their work and policy and government matters that relate 
to clean water and the environment. The Conservation Organizations will use the requested 
information to contribute to public understanding, engagement, and protection on matters of 
application and enforcement of the Clean Water Act. 

None of the Conservation Organizations have a commercial interest in the requested records. 
The records are requested entirely for the public purpose of advancing public knowledge and 
public interest work of the Conservation Organizations. 
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Please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned should you have any questions. 

cc: Aaron Isherwood, Sierra Club 

Sincerely, 

Janette K. Brimmer 
Jennifer Chavez 
Earth justice 
And on behalf of Sierra Club and Puget Soundkeeper 
Alliance 

Chris Wilke, Puget Soundkeeper Alliance 


